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TEXAS ERUCATION CODE

GIFTER ANP TALENTED STURENTS

x 29.121. Definition.

% In this subchapter, “gifted and talented student” means a
child or youth who performs at or shows the potential for
performing at a remarkably high level of accomplishment
when compared to others of the same age, experience, or
environment and who:

x (1) Exhibits high performance capability in an intellectual,
creative, or artistic area;

x (2) possesses an unusual capacity for leadership; or

x (3) excels in a specific academic field

WHAT IS THE TEXAS

PRQIECT?

x A project to develop statewide standards
that articulate the high level of achievement
expected of gifted and talented students in
the state of Texas

x An accompanying assessment system
designed to capture those high levels of
achievement
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What is the TPSP?

« Curricular units called
“tasks” for grades K-10

- An open-ended exit level STANDARDS PROJECT

project for High School
seniors

« Aligned with. ..
— State Standards

2 Educatlon Agency o

— State Testing

— College and Career
Readiness Standards

Adapted from Texas Pert Standandy Swccess,
Texas Education Agency, 2006

What Is the TPSP?

- Statewide
TEXAS PERFORMANCE standards and
STANDARDS PROJECT assessment
system designed to
address the State
Plan

An opportunity for
G/T students to
produce quality
work

Educatlon Agency

Curriculum and Instruction for
Gifted/Talented Students 1: Advanced Level
Products and Performances 3



Give students the rubric when the
assignment is given so expectations are

explicit.

Halfway through the assighment period,
conference with the student to give
corrective feedback.

Use the rubric to score t
grade is defensible.

-oduct so the

Reviewing the
performance standards
and program
requirements

Choosing a topic or
question of study

S

Developing a product |

~

| Meeting agreed upon

Writing an abstract

Preparing a process
record in final form

Adopted from Texas

Preparing a public
presentation

Curriculum and Instruction for
Gifted/Talented Students 1: Advanced Level
Products and Performances
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Depth and Complexity Icons

Name icon Definition Curricular Example
= -
] Examine how the character learns
- T What can be learned by looking . ) .
Change Over N . a lesson. Discuss how the actions
e & - at the past, present, and future? . R .
Iime = S o of the past influence the beliefs or
What change is noted? p
laws of today.
o -
. i . - Examine the multiple
. === How does point of view affect . . P )
Multiple Fuin ) - perspectives of the encounters
o L~ perception of reality? Whatare | .° _ ]
Perspectives | . . between Conquistadors and the
= the opposing views?

native populations.

Content Imperative Icons

Definition

Crrricular Example

What are the beginnings, roots,
foundations, or causes?

Research why your community
was established.

What are the Jastin g etfects?

Explain the significance of Greek
l‘

How did a topic, event, people | mythology to bve'yday life of the
influence oth 5? people in the region.
T Argue the convergence of events,
What events merged o A
. 1d~. or people tha; led to the
heppened concurrenily in d ol )
el Ny resolution of the conflict in the
for a particular result?
story.
= .. . Discuss the paradox related to the
What is contradictory regarding , B
. . j ) American colonists quest icr
an opinion, statement, or event? - e
: independence from Britain.
What are the similarities? How
Darallel do events, people, problems, or | Identify the parallels in the class
Paralle
principles comipare or systems of ancient cuitures.

5

corrpspond?




Content Imperatives

coniribution

parallel

bV 4
]

convergence paradox

Acknowledgrenis Dafinttions of dimensiena of cepth and complexity ars from "Diffarentiating the Cora Cusriculum and Instruction to Provide Advancee leaming
Opporiunties”, Calliomnla Capanmant of Zducation and California Association for tha Gited, 1582, Symbals for dimensicns of depth anc comziealy aad ths
Sonlent imparatives deveisped under ths ausplens of OER), Javits projects 1955 and 1598,



Appendix 1

Thinking Keys for Depth of Learning

Dimensions of
Depth and
Complexity

relevant thinking skills

summatized and including

Language of the Discipline

Academic language,
vocabulary, using correct
terms, language and tools

Depth

Details

Depth

Facts, attributes, traits, noting
evidence, observation,

Noting repetition, observation,
relevance vs. irrelevance,
prediction, order

Depth

Understanding struciure and
cause, generalizing, judging
with criteria, “...because...”

Depth

Trends
Noting influences, forces,
direction, course of action,
determine cause and effect,

predict

description, comparison
used by the discipline studied
Depth Depth Depth
] g ] 7 P
ST=]=]=l=]= NS
Rules
Patterns

Htx

Unanswered Questions
Missing parts, unclear or
incomplete ideas,
discrepancies, noting
ambiguity, fact/fiction/opinion,

Ethics

Differing opinions, values,
morals, discrimination,
argumentation, judging with

Big ldea
Generalizations, identifying
main ideas, how do ideas

relate to overarching concepts
criteria, determining bias, or themes, principles, theories,
unresolved issues controversy summarize
Complexity Complexity Complexity
T TR E;b S
y % @ Gvﬂ
Cornes

Relate over time
Relationship between past,
present, and future, sequence,
order, prediction, connecting,
comparing and contrasting

Opposing viewpoints, multiple
perspectives, differing roles
and knowledge, determining

View from different
perspectives

bias, classifying, arguing

Across disciplines
Relationships within and
between subjects or
disciplines, common elements,
Making connections &
associations, integration

Depth

The elements of depth encourage deeper, focused study. The elements of complexity make
connections and relate the subject to other studies and help clarify the relevance of what is

studied - to the student. to the discipline, and to the larger world.



